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Neighbors Coming Together
To Do The Work



Prescribed Herivory
a.k.a. Mobile Goat Strike Force

Community Run Livestock to maintain cleared areas



What do these ¯Mega° Fires mean?

Lǎ ƛǘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άbŜǿ bƻǊƳŀƭέ

Or something else?



A history of fire 

Prehistoric fire area and emissions from California's forests, 
woodlands, shrublands, and grasslands

Stephens et al. 2007. Forest Ecology and Management, 251(3), 205-216.

¯Approximately 1.8 million ha burned annually in California prehistorically 
(pre 1800). Our estimate of prehistoric annual area burned in California is 
88% of the total annual wildfire area in the entire US during a decade (1994²
2004) characterized as ¯extreme° regarding wildfires. The idea that US 
wildfire area of approximately two million ha annually is extreme is certainly 
a 20th or 21st century perspective. Skies were likely smoky much of the 
summer and fall in California during the prehistoric period . Increasing the 
spatial extent of fire in California is an important management objective.°



Cuthrell, Rob Q., et al. "A land of fire: Anthropogenic 

burning on the central coast of California." Contemporary 

issues in California archaeology (2012): 153-172.



άLƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ώǿŜǊŜϐ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƴŜŀǊ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
centers in Coastal California and the Central Valley where lighting ignitions 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀǊŜ όYŜŜƭŜȅΣ мфунΣ нллнΣ нллрΤ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛōōȅΣ нллрύΦέ

(Taylor et al. 2016. Sociological transitions trigger fire regime shifts and modulate fire)



Fire Return Intervals (FRI) for Regionally Present Communities

Plant Community Median FRI High FRI

Black Oak 2 8

Oak Woodlands 2 11

Fescue Oatgrass 3 8

Coastal Sagebrush/Woodland 5 20

Redwood 10 30

Mixed Evergreen 10 30

Riparian Corridors 13 47

Coastal Sagebrush 20 40

Chaparral 30 70
(Taylor and Skinner 2003, Skinner and Chang 1996, Everett 2008, Stephens et al 2007 and many more)



John Muir and early environmentalism.
A product of colonization.

First Yosemite trip: 1868
Mariposa Battalion: 1850











Nuns Fire








