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1.
Call to Order (Chairman) – 4:05 p.m.

Members Present: Stephen Rae, Niki Hall, Janet Barth, George Carl, Heather Phillips, Stephen Orndorf

Members Absent Excused: Bob Soper

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Patrick Lowe, Daniel Zador
2. Public Comment
In this time period, anyone may comment to the Commission regarding any subject over which the Commission has jurisdiction, or request consideration to place an item on a future Agenda.  No comments will be allowed involving any subject matter that is scheduled for discussion as part of this Agenda.  Individuals will be limited to a three-minute presentation.  No action will be taken by the Commission as a result of any item presented at this time.
Outcome: Sam Grow from the local Hunters’ Safety Association with membership of 700 offered the help of the members of the hunting group for any projects that the WCC needs volunteers.   
3.
Approval of Minutes
Meeting of June 25, 2007 
Outcome:  Motion made by Heather Phillips to approve minutes.  Motion was seconded by Stephen Orndorf.  Minutes were approved 6-0. Motion Passed.    
4. Review, discussion and possible action regarding recruitment for the new Youth Representative and amendment to the WCC bylaws to revise the term of service.
Outcome:  Heather Phillips discussed how a shorter term would be more attractive to youth applicants. Term is currently three years. Stephen Orndorf supported a two-year term. Patrick Lowe suggested changing Item G of the Bylaws to read: “…with the exception of the Youth Representative which will be a 2-year Term.” Motion made by Stephen Orndorf to revise the term of service and update the Bylaws.  Motion seconded by George Carl.  Motion approved 6-0. Heather Phillips requested notification of applicants or procedural explanation on the application form. 
5. Review, discussion and possible action on a draft letter from the Commission in support of the Napa River Trail between American Canyon and Napa.            
Outcome: Stephen Orndorf expressed his support for the project and the well-worded draft letter. Heather Phillips concurred that the letter was well-written. Motion made by Niki Hall for Chair Rae to sign the letter. Motion seconded by Janet Barth. Motion approved 6-0. Staff directed to prepare final letter for signature. 
6. Review and discussion of updated budget information and possible direction to staff regarding the WCC budget. 
Outcome: Budget updates were discussed. Patrick Lowe stated that standing budget item for grants is $12K; with a separate land/building improvements account for special projects such as land acquisitions, with approximately $90K currently available. Commission discussed possible ratios of allocation between project grants and lands/building improvements. Chair Rae said Fish and Game could provide feedback regarding past projects. George Carl expressed support for lands acquisition projects with high level and diversity of use where the public and wildlife has the greatest total benefit. Patrick Lowe stated that John Woodbury from Parks & Open Space District would be available to meet with Commissioners to review opportunities. Chair Rae asks staff to arrange for Janet, Stephen and Stephen to meet with John Woodbury to discuss both new and existing parks in terms of fisheries, wildlife and natural resources. Chair Rae requested that staff review data regarding resources with respect to fish and wildlife values. George Carl indicated only one grant cycle per year is necessary and better project ideas would come forward in the future. Chair Rae said the discussion of potential projects should be returned to the next meeting Agenda for further discussion. Discussion completed. 
7. Review and Recommendations for allocation of State Department of Fish and Game fine monies.

Outcome: Seven grant applications were received. Chair Rae requested that brief presentations be provided by applicants. Dave Fox, Patrol Captain for Fish & Game, along with Don Richardson, Captain, was introduced. Fox provided a brief discussion of violations of resources code and Fish & Game enforcement. 

a. Acorn Soupe – Environmental education program; Laurie Davis provided a brief discussion of environmental education programs for youth. 




Request: $4,000

b. Napa Valley State Parks Association (NVSPA) – Environmental education program; No representative was present to discuss the project.




Request: $1,550

c. Pacific Coast Hunter Education Association – Sam Grow, New laptop computer for hunter education course; Sam Grow presented hunters education discussion.  




Request: $1,399.98
d. Institute for Conservation, Advocacy, Research and Education – Exotic plant removal and native plant restoration along Suscol Creek; Chris Malan provided a brief discussion of Suscol Creek restoration/blackberry removal. 




Request: $3,000

e. California Waterfowl Association – Documentary Video, “Endangered Species: the Fish & Game Warden;” Don Richardson provided a discussion of the video project.  




Request: $3,500/2,500


f. Land Trust of Napa County – Exotic plant removal in Wantrup Preserve; Carolyn Cromer provided a brief discussion of Wantrup Preserve restoration project.




Request: $1,979

g. Napa County Resource Conservation District – Invasive species plant removal for riparian enhancement plan; No representative was present to discuss the project.




Request: $7,360


Outcome: Chair Rae indicated that Items d, f, and g would benefit from providing a map in the packet. Heather Phillips requested that in the future the grant applications should identify the amount requested. Initial recommendations for grant amounts were discussed, as follows: a) Carl recommended full amount, Orndorf agreed; b) Barth said due to lack of presence at meeting, grant should be placed on hold, Carl agreed; c) Carl said Chair Rae should assist applicant with finding discount price for laptop, Carl recommended 1,000, Barth agreed; d) Chair Rae and Hall recommended full amount; e) Carl recommended 2,500, Orndorf agreed; f) Chair Rae and Phillips recommended full amount; and, g) Orndorf recommended 3,000, Carl recommended 2,000, Chair Rae agreed. Total initial recommendation calculated. Motion made by Carl to proceed with recommendations as proposed. Motion seconded by Hall. Phillips opened discussion to suggest Item g be increased from $2,000 to $2,600. Phillips so moved, resulting in a total of approximately $15K funded. Carl seconded motion. Per Chair Rae’s suggestion, Phillips volunteered to call NVSPA to urge them to reapply for a grant in the future and attend the meeting next time. Commission recommended contacting RCD to attend next meeting to request additional funding for their project, if needed. Discussion concluded on funding recommendations, as follows: 
a. Acorn Soupe – Recommendation: $4,000
b. Napa Valley State Parks Association (NVSPA) – Recommendation: $0
c. Pacific Coast Hunter Education Association – Recommendation: $1,000
d. Institute for Conservation, Advocacy, Research and Education – Recommendation: $3,000
e. California Waterfowl Association – Recommendation: $2,500
f. Land Trust of Napa County – Recommendation: $1,979
g. Napa County Resource Conservation District – Recommendation: $2,600
Hall moved to accept recommendations and recommend them to Board of Supervisors. Carl seconded motion. Motion passed 6-0. Discussion and possible action item at next meeting for additional funding for RCD project.  
8. Future Agenda Items.

· Field trips to review past projects. 

· Discussion of potential projects to consider for lands/building improvements.

· Chair Rae authorized to work with Fish & Game to review projects and make a ‘needs assessment.’   
· Grant Proposal Outlines revised to require grant amount requested. 
· Discussion and possible action on additional funding for RCD project, if additional funding needed.
9. Next Meeting Date: November 12, 2007 (moved to November 19, 2007 due to holiday)
10.  Adjournment – At approximately 6:00pm
