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New Groundwater Woes, and 
Regulations, in California 
Wine Country      Water Deeply   May 2018

Four groundwater basins in Napa and Sonoma counties may be 
in worse shape than previously thought. The state of California 
recently signaled they should be subject to new groundwater 
sustainability rules.

• The new groundwater sustainability plans require each basin to reverse 
groundwater overdraft. 

• The basins could also be required to develop plans to recharge aquifers, 
which could mean buying surface water or recycled water. 

• Groundwater users in each basin will probably be required to pay fees to 
support all these efforts.



Correction: 
This story has been updated to reflect that the 
direct evidence of groundwater overdraft was not 
among the reasons the four winegrowing basins 
were boosted to “medium” priority. 

Water Deeply  July 2, 2018 Update



2014 Napa earthquake may be 
linked to groundwater changes, 
study says… AP  June 14, 2018



We think it’s more of a localized effect, 
something related to the groundwater system. 
We don't know if it is groundwater pumping 
specifically, or something related to how the 
natural aquifer system works, or a combination” 

lead author Meredith Kraner, formerly of the Department of Geosciences at Stony Brook 
University in New York and now with the University of Nevada, Reno.



Humans have extraordinary reasoning abilities, 
so why do so many of us fall for fake news?

Evidence indicates we fall for fake news because we fail to think





How to Inoculate Yourself Against 
Fake News……

• Question and be Open Minded…
• do not rely on intuition, it may be based on your biases

• Make it a Habit to Avoid “Lazy Thinking”…
• don’t just fall in line with fellow partisans
• approach newspaper/internet/social media stories in an 

analytical frame of mind (ie-examine them very carefully)

• Build up your “Resistence to Disinformation”….
• look, listen and read Outside of your Comfort Zone
• review small doses of fake news to help inoculate against it 

• Active Listening?... or just Waiting to Talk
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