
A program of your local 
Resource Conservation District

Napa County RCD, Sonoma RCD, Gold Ridge RCD, and Mendocino 
County RCD



Purpose 
• Assist land managers in 
accomplishing their natural resource 
goals and meeting or exceeding 
environmental regulations

• Provide technical assistance and 
financial support to plan and 
implement resource conservation 
practices

• Deliver opportunities for youth to 
be actively engaged in stewarding 
local resources

TM



LandSmartTM Services
• LandSmartTM Planning

– Farm conservation plans and 
management practices

• LandSmartTM On-the-ground
– Project implementation, cost-share 

opportunities, practical “on-the-
ground” trainings

• LandSmartTM for Kids
– Engaging youth in natural resource 

management and conservation 
projects



www.landsmart.org

Information, resources, updates, and program materials available publicly



LandSmartTM Planning
• Results in a plan to satisfy future water quality regulations

+ Optional “Compliance Plus” sections

• Multiple land uses – vineyard, equine, grazing/rangeland

• “Open-source” planning and reference materials

• Flexibility for the user

• Innovation – “Resilience is a process not an end-point”



LandSmartTM Planning
• Dovetails with LandSmartTM On-the-ground

 Cost-share opportunities for implementation

 Trainings for operators to ensure that implementation is done right

• NRCS participation



LandSmartTM Planning Process Options
Most RCD Involvement

Least RCD Involvement

Grower contacts RCD/NRCS for individual 
assistance. RCD/NRCS and grower complete plan 
together. RCD/NRCS conducts site visits for 
assessment (e.g., roads and waterways). RCD/NRCS 
assists grower to select BMPs and finalize plan. 
Optional “certification.”

Grower attends series of workshops (2 classroom + 1 
field training). Grower works through template and 
seeks assistance from RCD/NRCS as needed (e.g., 
maps, road / waterway assessment). Grower finalizes 
plan. Optional “certification.”

Grower downloads template and reference guide and 
starts the plan independently – seeks help from 
RCD/NRCS when desirable. Optional “certification.”

Grower downloads template and reference guide and 
completes the plan independent of RCD/NRCS. 
Optional “certification.”



LandSmartTM Vineyard Planning Update
• V1 Plan Template and Resource Binder Complete
• Soft-launch in Sonoma Valley (Summer 2014)
• Certification process drafted 

 mostly internal to 4 RCDs (option for others as needed)
 hope to finalize by November 2014

• MOU with NRCS needed

• Outreach to industry 
groups needed

• Napa workshop launch in 
November



LandSmartTM Vineyard Plan 
Contents

• Property Description

• Vineyard Facility Map Summary

• Managing Agrichemicals

• Managing Erosion in Vineyard Blocks and Avenues

• Managing Natural Waterways, Ditches and Spillways

• Roads and Crossings

• Photo Monitoring

• Tracking Implementation of your Farm Plan

TM



Using the LandSmartTM Template



Maps

TM

• Property / Parcel  boundaries

• Topography

• Vineyard blocks

• Buildings / Facilities

• Soils & Erosion Ratings

• Drainage System

• Erosional Features

• Streams & Waterways

• Reservoirs / Ponds / Lakes

• Roads & Crossings

• Photo monitoring locations

Such as……



Prompts & Suggestions

TM



Conservation Practices



Road Assessment Forms & 
Suggestions



Photo Monitoring



Tracking Implementation



LandSmartTM for Vineyards 
Reference Guide

• Program basics
• Mapping aids & references
• Natural resources information
• BMP Fact Sheets

 Agrichemical handling
 Integrated Pest Mgmt.
 Treating common pests
 Nutrient management / composting
 Erosion & runoff control
 Streamside practices
 Road treatment options & typical 

drawings
• Monitoring Protocols
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