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WICC MissionWICC Mission
“To educate and support the community in its 
efforts to maintain and improve the health of 

Napa County’s watershed lands.”

• Guiding Principles

• Goals & Strategies

• Vision 2025



Build & Strengthen      
Partnerships

Build & Strengthen      
Partnerships
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““Many Contribute to the Many Contribute to the 
WICCWICC’’s Successs Success…”…”



Developed WICC WebCenterDeveloped WICC WebCenter
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Watershed Health:   Data Collection



Watershed Health :   AssessmentWatershed Health :   Assessment

• Developing a Watershed 
Assessment Framework • Watershed Monitoring

Program Development

• Provide Recommendations to the Board of Supervisors

Chemical 
Physical 

Characteristics

Socio-Economic 
Condition

Natural 
Disturbance 

Regimes

Ecological 
Processes

Hydrology-
Geomorphology

Biotic Condition

Landscape 
Condition



Improve Watershed Health

Support Restoration Projects :
• Napa River/Rutherford Restoration
• Zinfandel Bridge Fish Passage Barrier



Education & OutreachEducation & Outreach

• Support Watershed Awareness Month

• Provide Updates to Elected Officials

• Support Watershed Publications & Outreach

• Support the Napa River Historical Ecology 
Project (SFEI)



Join us at the WICC!Join us at the WICC!

R. Patrick LoweR. Patrick Lowe
Deputy Planning DirectorDeputy Planning Director
WICC Board SecretaryWICC Board Secretary
707707--259259--59375937
rlowe@co.napa.ca.usrlowe@co.napa.ca.us

Visit the website for more information:

http://www.napawatersheds.org

Jeff SharpJeff Sharp
Watershed CoordinatorWatershed Coordinator
707707--259259--59375937
jsharp@co.napa.ca.usjsharp@co.napa.ca.us



A Tour of our Watersheds…..A Tour of our Watersheds…..



Napa Sustainable Winegrowing Group

Remi Cohen



Napa Sustainable 
Winegrowing Group

Mission Statement

The mission of NSWG is to 
identify and promote winegrowing practices 

that are economically viable, socially 

responsible, and environmentally sound.

www.nswg.org

(founded 1995)



NSWG Program
Monthly Grower Education

English & Spanish Seminars Community Outreach

Free Educational Material Online

Monthly Grower Forum

www.nswg.org



Natural Resource Conservation Service

Kelly Gin



USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service

We provide technical consultative services primarily 
with landowners free of charge to protect and 
conserve our resources in partnership with 

Resource Conservation Districts nationwide.



Design & Application

Streambank Protection

Wildlife Enhancement Grassed Roadside Ditch 

Cover Crop



The Land Trust of Napa County 

John Hoffnagle





Wildlake, Jake Ruygt



Napa County Department of 
Environmental Management

Steve Lederer



County Support of Creek Cleanups

You pick up the garbage and take it to the 
dump, we’ll help pay for some or all of the 
disposal costs.

Application form available from 
slederer@co.napa.ca.us

Some restrictions apply…



In Order to Qualify…

• Located in UVDS service area and in unincorporated 
county.

• Apply two weeks or more before the event (no 
retroactive approvals)

• Community (not single property) focused
• Liability waiver

Other programs (Flood District, RCD, City of Napa, etc.) 
also exist

Questions? 
Steve Lederer, Napa County Department of Environmental 

Management 



Napa County Weed Management Area

Vicki Kemmerer



Napa County Napa County 
Weed Management AreaWeed Management Area Established 2006

NAPA COUNTY NAPA COUNTY   
WEED MANAGEMENT WEED MANAGEMENT   

AREAAREA  



Partial List of Arundo donaxPartial List of Arundo donax locations along locations along Redwood CreekRedwood Creek, , 

Browns Valley CreekBrowns Valley Creek,  and ,  and Napa CreekNapa Creek..

Three Grant Award Three Grant Award 
ProjectsProjects

1)1) Biocontrol and Biocontrol and 
Invasive/Noxious Invasive/Noxious 
Weed Mapping Weed Mapping 
ProjectProject

2)2) Rush Skeleton Rush Skeleton 
Weed Eradication Weed Eradication 
ProjectProject

3)3) Arundo donax Arundo donax 
Eradication Project  Eradication Project  
on the Napa Creek on the Napa Creek 
Watershed Watershed 
(pictured).(pictured).



Rutherford Dust Restoration Team

Lisa Micheli



Napa River Restoration
Rutherford Dust Restoration Team 

Napa River Landowners: Members Rutherford Dust Society & Oakville Appellation
Funded by: RDS, Landowners, County of Napa, Dept. of Fish and Game, State 

Coastal Conservancy, State Water Resources Control Board
Preliminary Design Phase Concluding June 2008; Phase I implementation Fall ’08-

Fall ’09; Phase II implementation Fall ’09-Fall ‘11



Rutherford Reach
Restoration Goals

• Improve the geomorphic stability of 
• 4.5 miles of the Napa River

– Reduce bank erosion/sediment loading
– Preserve high value property

• Improve aquatic habitat 
– More riffles & diversity, cover, spawning habitat for Chinook salmon, 

steelhead trout

• Improve riparian habitat 
– Create a continuous riparian corridor
– Remove invasive vegetation, restore native species 
– Reduce the risk of Pierce’s Disease in vineyards

• Develop a sustainable plan for river maintenance 
-- Special Benefit Zone

• Collaborate with other stewardships
-- Monitoring Plan workshop: in partnership with RCD and WICC



Napa County Putah Creek Watershed 
Group

Sally Kimsey



Napa County Putah Creek Watershed Group

Land area: 
230,872 acres

Irrigated farmland: 
3,461 acres

Purpose: 

• Share best management practices for 
water quality

• Conduct water quality monitoring

• Comply with CA Water Quality Control 
Board agricultural waste discharge 
requirements.

Membership: 
59 landowners

Acreage: 
3,430 acres



Napa County Putah Creek Watershed Group

Best Management Practices 
Publication excerpt

Technical and Administrative Support Provided By:

Napa County Farm Bureau, Napa County RCD, USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Napa County Agricultural Commissioner, Napa Co. Supervisor Diane Dillon

Water Quality Monitoring

RCD examines critical indicator factors in 
Pope Creek & Capell Creek.



Napa County Flood Control & Water 
Conservation District

Mike Forte



Napa County Flood Control & 
Water Conservation District

Maintenance and Watershed
Programs Project No. 96-1



Project Descriptions
• Assist with clearing major debris from streams
• Provide cost share funds for stream bank stabilization
• Maintain the Flood District’s 13 miles of easements
• Operate a county wide flood warning system
• Provide dredge spoils disposal sites for ACOE dredging 

of the Napa River
• Fund storm water management program (SWMP)
• Apply for and secure funds for raising houses, removing 

invasive vegetation, etc.
• Monitor ground water
• Fund major trunk line replacement / installation 
• Fund special studies for Flood Protection / Water Man. 



Friends of the Napa River

Bernhard Krevet







Acorn Soupe

Sandra Learned Perry



Acorn Soupe - December 2007

Acorn Soupe

• Help kids 
discover their 
place in nature

• Create the next 
generation of 
stewards of the 
land



Acorn Soupe - December 2007

Acorn Soupe



Acorn Soupe - December 2007

California Land Stewardship Institute

Laurel Marcus



California Land Stewardship Institute

A non-profit organization to assist public and private landowners 
to implement land management practices and ecological 

restoration projects for the long term benefit of the environment



California Land Stewardship Institute

Suisun Creek Watershed



American Canyon Blue Ribbon 
Committee on Water Resources

Fred Simonson



American Canyon
Blue Ribbon Committee on Water Resources

Thirty members
• Citizens (long-term and new)
• Property Owners
• Water Professionals
• Industry
• Other Agencies

Scope
• Creeks and Wetlands
• Water Supply
• Wastewater
• Recycled Water
• Finance



American  Canyon Creek

Walsh Creek

Fagan Creek

Rio Del MarNapa River

Newell Creek

Initiatives: Initiatives: 
•• Regional detention/ Regional detention/ 

groundwater groundwater 
recharge project in recharge project in 
American Canyon American Canyon 
Creek watershedCreek watershed

•• Dispersed wells for Dispersed wells for 
recycled water or recycled water or 
municipal watermunicipal water

•• Habitat restorationHabitat restoration

American Canyon Creeks and Watersheds



Napa County Regional Park & Open 
Space District

John Woodbury



Napa County Regional Park and Open Space District

Linda Falls Conservation Easement

Berryessa Vista Wilderness Park

Milliken Watershed Trails



South Wetlands River Floodplain Habitat



Berryessa Trails and Conservation

Carol Kunze



Berryessa Trails and ConservationBerryessa Trails and Conservation
Stewards of Napa CountyStewards of Napa County’’s Lake Districts Lake District



Pope Creek - Tamarisk Lake Berryessa – Star thistle

Lake Berryessa – Fennel

Pope Creek - Arundo Lake Berryessa – Spanish BroomEverywhere – bad culverts



Blue Ridge Berryessa Natural Area 
Conservation Partnership

Suzanne Easton



The Blue Ridge Berryessa Conservation Framework:
Saving an Endangered Landscape through Partnership

The Blue Ridge Berryessa
Natural Area:

Saving an Endangered Landscape 
through Partnership



The Blue Ridge Berryessa Conservation Framework:
Saving an Endangered Landscape through Partnership



Connolly Ranch

Bob Pallas





• Connolly Ranch is the agricultural and 
environmental education program of The 
Land Trust of Napa County. 

• It is a 12 acre working farm that allows 
children to experience farm life first-hand.  
Here they care for farm animals, grow 
organic fruits and vegetables and learn the 
concepts of ecology and sustainability.

• During the 2007-2008 school year over 2,300 elementary school    
children visited Connolly Ranch on school sponsored fieldtrips. 

• This year Connolly Ranch, in conjunction with Arts Council Napa 
Valley, will host summer camps for 120 children.

• Connolly Ranch is also home to programs run by the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Department.  And Master Gardeners use the 
Ranch as well for their programs.



San Francisco Bay Regional Water 
Quality Control Board

Dale Hopkins



San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

TMDLs in the Napa River Watershed:  Sediments, Pathogens, 
Nutrients
Grants:  River restoration, Fish Friendly Farming, Dam removal, 
Road repair

Fish Friendly 
Farming and 
Compliance 
with TMDL



Degraded Channel Habitat Complex Channel Habitat

Photo Credit: Phillip Williams & AssociatesPhoto Credit: Phillip Williams & Associates

Napa River Living 
River Project and 
Napa River Habitat 
Enhancement



The Students and Teachers Restoring A 
Watershed Project

Whit Halvorsen



The STRAW Project



Restoration totals since 1992
214 restoration days
14.91 miles of Creek Bank
23,127 native plants installed
12,668 K-12 students
871 linear ft biotech structures
184 yds3 non-natives removed



Napa County Resource Conservation 
District

Leigh Sharp



Promoting responsible watershed 
management through voluntary 

community stewardship and technical 
assistance since 1945



Assessment Planning Education

Implementation



Lake Berryessa Watershed Partnership 

Amy Garden



Lake Berryessa Watershed 
Partnership

Lake Berryessa Watershed 
Partnership

promoting clean water to protect the 
lake and all its users

promoting clean water to protect the 
lake and all its users



One-on-one outreach to 
Berryessa visitors
Free bilge pads
A 19-Page Users’ Guide
Our Water Protector 
pledge/patch program
Bilgee Boat tours
Annual Coastal Cleanup 
work at Capel Cove
Informational Kiosks at 
each resort
Quarterly stakeholder 
meetings

One-on-one outreach to 
Berryessa visitors
Free bilge pads
A 19-Page Users’ Guide
Our Water Protector 
pledge/patch program
Bilgee Boat tours
Annual Coastal Cleanup 
work at Capel Cove
Informational Kiosks at 
each resort
Quarterly stakeholder 
meetings

We promote 
clean water in 
Lake Berryessa 
with:



Napa County Stormwater Management 
Program

Todd Adams



Napa County Stormwater Napa County Stormwater 
Management ProgramManagement Program



Napa County Stormwater Napa County Stormwater 
Management ProgramManagement Program



Institute for Conservation Advocacy, 
Research, and Education

Chris Malan



ICAREICARE
The Institute for Conservation Advocacy Research and EducationThe Institute for Conservation Advocacy Research and Education

The Institute for Conservation Advocacy Research & The Institute for Conservation Advocacy Research & 
Education, (ICARE) established in 2004, is a nonprofit Education, (ICARE) established in 2004, is a nonprofit 

communitycommunity--based organization located in Napa County, based organization located in Napa County, 
California. California. ICARE'sICARE's mission is to restore and conserve the mission is to restore and conserve the 

biological integrity and ecosystems health of watersheds the biological integrity and ecosystems health of watersheds the 
Napa River estuary and the greater San Francisco Bay Area Napa River estuary and the greater San Francisco Bay Area 
through sciencethrough science--based advocacy, research and education.based advocacy, research and education.

www.icarenapa.orgwww.icarenapa.org



The Napa River Benthic The Napa River Benthic MacroinvertebrateMacroinvertebrate StudyStudy

The Napa River Watershed Steelhead StudyThe Napa River Watershed Steelhead Study

The The SuscolSuscol Creek Collaborative PartnershipCreek Collaborative Partnership

The Milliken Creek The Milliken Creek BioassessmentBioassessment Monitoring & Restoration ProjectMonitoring & Restoration Project



Napa Valley Vintners 

Jeri Gill



Who are the Napa Valley Vintners?

• Non-profit membership 
trade association 

• Mission: promote and 
protect the Napa Valley 
Appellation

• Committed to the future 
of the Napa County 
community

• More than 300 Napa 
Valley winery members 



Napa Green Certified Winery
• Partners with Napa County DEM and ABAG for 

third party certification. 

• Demonstrates to regulators, wine trade, 
consumers and Napa County citizens that 
wineries are taking action to protect our 
environment; 

• Conserves resources; supports continued 
stewardship; 

• Offers regulatory assurance so focus is on 
innovation; 

• Assists regulated businesses with navigating 
new laws;

• Helps wineries realize economic benefits; 

• Helps consumers direct their economic power for 
positive change; 

• Provides a solid platform for educating 
consumers about sustainability.



City of Napa Water Division

Pat Costello



City of Napa Water ConservationCity of Napa Water Conservation
Typical SingleTypical Single--Family ResidenceFamily Residence

Water Usage By CategoryWater Usage By Category

Toilets
14%

Showers/Baths
10%

Dishwashing
1%

Laundry
12%

Faucets
8%

Leaks
5%

IRRIG.
50%



City of Napa Water ConservationCity of Napa Water Conservation
Summer 2008 Landscape ProgramsSummer 2008 Landscape Programs

WaterWater--Wise Demonstration GardenWise Demonstration Garden
@ Fire Station #3@ Fire Station #3

CDCD--ROMROM

WaterWater--WiseWise
Home and Business SurveysHome and Business Surveys

Public WorkshopsPublic Workshops

Central Control IrrigationCentral Control Irrigation
Parks & Schools (4Parks & Schools (4thth year)year)

LandscapeLandscape
IrrigationIrrigation

RebateRebate
IncentivesIncentives



Center for Land-Based Learning

Mary Kimball



Center for Land-Based Learning
Winters, CA

FARMS Leadership Program
SLEWS Program

Farm on Putah Creek



What is SLEWS?
Partnership program: Center for Land-Based 
Learning partners with local watershed groups, 
landowners, government agencies, and restoration 
professionals who provide sites and funds for the 
restoration project

Combines watershed-based education and private 
lands stewardship 

Participating SLEWS schools commit to a year-long 
stewardship project  (usually 3-5 hands-on field days) 
that evolves from season to season according to the 
ecosystem restoration cycle



Napa County Wildlife Conservation 
Commission

Stephen Rae



NAPA COUNTY

PRESERVE, CONSERVE, ENHANCE, EDUCATE

FISH AND GAME CODE SECTION 1103

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION



WHAT WE DO  --------- RECOMMEND GRANT FUNDING

SEE MATERIALS AT OUR TABLE IN THE LOBBY



California Native Plant Society

Kelly Macleod



California Native Plant Society
Napa Valley Chapter

Dedicated to the preservation to 
California Native Flora



Brodea

Alium



Pope Valley Watershed Council

Lyn Alcantera



Pope Valley Watershed Council
Clean-up Events



Pope Valley Watershed Council
Involving Youth



Selby Creek Stewardship Partners

Suzanne Coffee



Selby Creek Watershed Partners





University of California Cooperative 
Extension

Morgan Doran



UC Cooperative Extension



Napa County
Watershed Symposium
2008


