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Agenda 
 

8:30 Welcome 
  Jeri Hansen-Gill, Master of Ceremonies 

Honorable Belia Ramos, Supervisor, Napa County  
Honorable Jill Techel, Mayor, City of Napa 
Honorable Bill Dodd, State Senator, California Assembly 
Honorable Mike Thompson, Representative, US Congress (Video)  

9:00 Historical Ecology: Learning from Landscapes of the Past 
  Robin Grossinger, Senior Scientist, San Francisco Estuary Institute 

9:30 The Health of Local Streams: Our Current Understanding 
Panel moderated by Jonathan Koehler, Napa County Resource Conservation District 

 9:30     Rainfall, Runoff and Sediment Transport in the Napa River Watershed - Now  
            and a Possible Future 

 Lester McKee, Senior Environmental Scientist, San Francisco Estuary 
Institute 

 9:50    Water Quality – What Do We Know? What Should We Be Tracking? 

 Richard Connon, Associate Adjunct Professor, UC Davis 

 10:10   How Healthy are our Fish Populations? 

 Dan Logan, Fisheries Biologist, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service 

 10:30   Audience Questions  

10:50 Break – View Exhibits from our Sponsors 
Video: Highlights from 10 years of Napa County Watershed Education Calendars 

11:05 Groundwater: Pathways to Sustainability 
 Thomas Harter, Professor and Cooperative Extension Specialist, UC Davis 

11:25 Tracking Watershed Health: Inspiring Performance and Motivating Effective 
Action 

 Chad Praul, Partner and Water Practice Lead, Environmental Incentives 

12:00 Lunch – Downstairs, in Blue Note 
Dessert served upstairs, in Main Ballroom at 12:30 



2017 Napa County Watershed Symposium 4 

1:00 Climate Change: Vulnerability, Change, and Resilience – Looking to the Future 
Panel moderated by Jeri Gill 

 1:00     Vulnerability, Change, and Resilience in the North Bay 
 Lisa Micheli, Executive Director, Pepperwood Preserve 

 1:20     Resilient Water Resources in a Changing Climate 
 Michelle Selmon, Senior Environmental Scientist, California Department of 

Water Resources 

 1:40    Climate Change Policy Tools for Agricultural Resilience 
 Renata Brillinger, Executive Director, California Climate and Agriculture 

Network 

 2:00    Audience Questions 

2:20 Healthy Watersheds & Healthy Economies: The Multiple Benefits of Natural 
and Working Lands 
Introduction by John Woodbury, General Manager, Napa County Regional Park and 
Open Space District 

 Karen Gaffney, Conservation Planning Manager, Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District 

 Andrea Mackenzie, General Manager, Open Space Authority in the Santa 
Clara Valley 

2:50 Closing Remarks 

3:00 No-Host Reception – Blue Note Napa 
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Speaker Biographies (in order of appearance) 
Jeri Hansen-Gill 
Jeri Hansen-Gill is CEO of Sustainable Napa County (SNC).  SNC is a nonprofit that engages 
the community in issues related to energy - exploring opportunities and finding practical 
solutions to our challenges. Before taking the reins of Sustainable Napa County, she was Public 
Affairs Manager for the Napa Valley Vintners. Her other professional and management 
experience includes serving as founding Executive Director of the Lodi Conference and Visitors 
Bureau; Program Director for the San Joaquin Farm Bureau; and coordinating competitive 
exhibits and agriculture education programs for the Solano County Fair Association. She was 
appointed by Governor Jerry Brown to the Napa Valley Exposition (25th District Agricultural 
Association) Board of Directors in 2014 and is currently Vice-President of that Board. She was 
appointed to the Napa County Planning Commission in September 2015 and is currently the 
Chair of the Commission. She is the current Chair of the North Bay Workforce Alliance 
(formerly the Napa Workforce Investment Board), a Joint Powers Authority of Napa, Lake and 
Marin Counties focusing on workforce and economic development efforts and programs.  
 
Belia Ramos 
Belia, who lives in American Canyon, was born in Napa and raised in St. Helena and Pope 
Valley. She calls all of Napa County home. Belia is a business owner, professor of law and a 
community advocate. Belia attended St. Helena public schools from kindergarten through high 
school. She graduated from Saint Mary's College of California in 1999 and UC Hastings College 
of the Law in 2004. Upon her admission to the State Bar of California, Belia worked as a civil 
litigator and employment counselor, advising Fortune 500 companies on labor and employment 
policies and procedures. In 2008, Belia founded Raise The Bar, LLC, a writing company that 
prepares applicants for the California Bar Exam. She has been a Bar tutor since 2006. Prior to 
that, she served as a grader for the California Bar Exam. Belia also teaches writing at UC Davis 
School of Law. In 2012, Governor Brown appointed Belia to the 25th District Agricultural 
Association, known as the Napa Valley Expo/Town & Country Fair. From 2010-2016, Belia 
served as a member of the American Canyon City Council, where she focused on transportation, 
economic development, public art, public safety and community engagement. Her community 
involvement includes the incorporation and governance of nonprofit organizations, such as Napa 
Valley Crime Stoppers and others. 
 
Jill Techel 
Jill Techel is the Mayor of Napa, a position she has held since April 2005.  She served on the 
Napa City Council for eight years and before that the Napa Valley Unified School Board for six 
years.  She is Chairperson for the Sanitation District Board of Directors, a member of Napa 
County Transportation and Planning Authority, and a member of The Napa County Flood 
Control and Water Conservation District.  She is the program coordinator for Leadership Napa 
Valley – a community leadership development program.  Jill was one of 5 community leadership 
professionals who was recognized in 2004 for exceptional work in the profession. 
 
Bill Dodd 
During his public service Bill has built a reputation for delivering solutions on issues affecting 
real people. He has led the way on legislation to deal with gender pay equity, worked to 
designate the Berryessa Snow Mountain area as a national monument, co-wrote the law creating 
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an Earned Income Tax Credit in California, and helped secure $400 million dollars for career 
technical education throughout the state. Prior to serving in the Assembly, Bill served on the 
Napa County Board of Supervisors for 14 years. He also represented the cities and county of 
Napa on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission including a two-year term as chairman of 
this powerful regional body. In addition, Bill served as an Honorary Commander for the 60th Air 
Mobility Wing at Travis Air Force Base. Other boards and commission service included the 
Chair of the Local Agency Formation Commission of Napa County, Chair of the Napa County 
League of Governments, Chair of the Napa County Transportation Planning Agency, and Chair 
of the Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District. Bill graduated from Justin-
Siena High School and California State University, Chico. He went on to own and operate one of 
the largest full-service Culligan Water operations in California. During this time, Bill served as 
President of the national and state trade associations: the Water Quality Association and the 
Pacific Water Quality Association. 

 
Mike Thompson 
Mike Thompson represents California's 5th Congressional District. The district includes all of 
Napa and parts of Contra Costa, Lake, Solano and Sonoma Counties. He was first elected in 
1998. Prior to serving in Congress, Rep. Thompson represented California's 2nd District in the 
California State Senate where he chaired the Budget Committee. He is a member of the House 
Committee on Ways and Means. Thompson is the co-founder and co-chair of the bipartisan 
Congressional Wine Caucus. He is also a member and former co-chair of the Congressional 
Sportsmen's Caucus. He is also a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, which is composed of 
moderate Democrats committed to bipartisan problem solving. Thompson was the first Vietnam 
veteran elected to the California State Senate. He served in combat with the U.S. Army as a staff 
sergeant/platoon leader with the 173rd Airborne Brigade where he was wounded and received a 
Purple Heart. Thompson is a small vineyard owner and was maintenance supervisor for Beringer 
Winery. He has taught Public Administration and State Government at San Francisco State 
University and California State University, Chico. 
 
Robin Grossinger 
Robin Grossinger is a Senior Scientist at the San Francisco Estuary Institute, where he co-directs 
SFEI’s Resilient Landscapes program. For over twenty years, Robin has analyzed how California 
landscapes have changed since European contact, using these data to guide landscape-scale 
restoration strategies. Robin leads efforts throughout the state to reintegrate natural processes 
within our highly modified landscapes, creating healthier and more adaptive neighborhoods, 
cities, and surrounding landscapes. He has advised restoration strategies for San Francisco Bay, 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, urban landscapes, and rivers throughout California. Robin's 
innovative work to synthesize history and science has been acclaimed for helping scientists, 
managers, and the public appreciate both the dramatic transformation and the impressive 
resilience of the state's ecosystems. Robin’s publications include the Napa Valley Historical 
Ecology Atlas and his work has been featured by NPR, KQED’s QUEST, Saving the Bay, and 
The New York Times. Recently he has led the development of SFEI's Landscape Resilience 
Framework, which is guiding regional adaptation efforts. 
 
 
 

http://democrats.waysandmeans.house.gov/
http://democrats.waysandmeans.house.gov/
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Jonathan Koehler 
Jonathan has been with the Napa County Resource Conservation District since 2001.  During 
that time, he has monitored native fish populations, conducted stream habitat assessments, 
conducted bird monitoring efforts, and assessed amphibian habitat. Jonathan also teaches biology 
part-time at Napa Valley College. Jonathan holds a Master of Science degree in biology with an 
emphasis in aquatic ecology from California State University Hayward.  Prior to coming to the 
District, he worked as a permitted biologist studying red-legged frog populations in San Mateo 
County for several years. 
 
 
Lester McKee 
Dr. Lester McKee, a Senior Scientist within the Clean Water program, San Francisco Estuary 
Institute, has spent 24 years designing and implementing research on water quality, 
geomorphology, and mass loads to support management and policy. He is seen as a leader in the 
areas of Bay Area hydrology, sediment and pollutant sources and loadings, performance of 
management practices and green infrastructure for improving water quality and quantity, and 
decision support for optimal management effectiveness. The author of 100s of presentations and 
publications, he has helped to bring about paradigm shifts in the science and management of 
pollutants in Bay Area watersheds. 
 
Richard Connon 
Dr. Richard Connon’s primary interest is in the mechanisms behind organisms' tolerance and 
adaptations to changing environments. His research focus is on the assessment of molecular 
responses to chemical exposures, and links to responses observed at higher levels of biological 
organization. Dr. Connon utilizes fish models towards understanding the mechanism(s) of action 
of agricultural and urban contaminants. Of particular interest are pesticides and pharmaceuticals 
and their impact on development, behavior and reproduction; relevant to both human and 
environmental health. 
 
Dan Logan 
Daniel Logan is a fishery biologist with NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service in Santa 
Rosa.  He consults on various projects affecting anadromous fish species protected under the 
Endangered Species Act.  His projects are found primarily in the tributaries to San Francisco 
Bay.  He attended graduate school at Oregon State University. 
 
Thomas Harter 
Thomas Harter is the Robert M. Hagan Endowed Chair for Water Resources Management and 
Policy at the University of California, Davis. He holds a joint appointment as Professor and 
Cooperative Extension Specialist in the Department of Land, Air, and Water Resources and is 
currently chair of the Hydrologic Sciences Graduate Group. Dr. Harter received his BS and MS 
in Hydrology from the Universities of Freiburg and Stuttgart, Germany; and his PhD in 
Hydrology from the University of Arizona.  He spent the first six years of his career with UC 
Davis at the Kearney Agricultural Research Center in Fresno County, where he became familiar 
with San Joaquin Valley groundwater management and protection issues and established his 
research program in agricultural groundwater hydrology - a program he has continued to pioneer 
over the past 15 years at UC Davis. He is a member of the American Geophysical Union and is 

http://www.caes.ucdavis.edu/connect/giving/impacts/endowed-chairs
http://www.caes.ucdavis.edu/connect/giving/impacts/endowed-chairs
http://hsgg.ucdavis.edu/
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serving on the Board of Directors of the Groundwater Resources Association and of the Water 
Education Foundation. Dr. Harter's research and extension emphasizes the nexus between 
groundwater and agriculture. His research group focuses on nonpoint-source pollution of 
groundwater, sustainable groundwater management, groundwater and vadose zone modeling, 
groundwater resources evaluation under uncertainty, groundwater-surface water interaction, and 
on contaminant transport.  
   
Chad Praul 
Chad helps watershed managers develop Performance-Driven Conservation™ programs that 
attract funding and increase environmental return on investment.  If we can agree on the essential 
core of a water quality issue, we can create a functional program to address it. If we can 
rationally tune the program, we can streamline unnecessary elements and maintain relevance 
over time. If we can shed the complexity of competing standards and monitoring requirements, 
we can accelerate water quality improvement. Chad is a civil engineer in California and has 
earned degrees in Mechanical Engineering from UC Berkeley and Environmental Economics 
from UC Santa Cruz. 
 
Lisa Micheli 
Lisa Micheli, Ph.D. has over 20 years’ experience leading river and watershed ecological 
restoration projects, in partnership with the EPA, the Nature Conservancy, and with the Sonoma 
Ecology Center in its comprehensive approach to the restoration of the Sonoma Valley 
watershed. Micheli has been distinguished by the Switzer Foundation as a California 
Environmental Leader. In 2009 she was appointed the premiere Executive Director of the 
Pepperwood Foundation, dedicated to research, education, and conservation of Northern 
California's regional ecosystems. Presently she serves as co-chair of the Terrestrial Biodiversity 
Climate Change Collaborative (TBC3), co-chair of the science working group of the North Bay 
Climate Adaptation Initiative. 
 
Michelle Selmon 
Michelle has been a Senior Environmental Scientist and Regional Climate Change Specialist 
with the California Department of Water Resources since 2009. She also has over 15 years of 
experience working as a wildlife biologist in the Southern San Joaquin Valley. In her current 
position, Michelle works with water managers, land managers, and the public to understand the 
current and future impacts of climate change on water resources and ecosystems, and ways to 
both mitigate and adapt to those changes.  
 
Renata Brillinger 
Renata Brillinger is the co-founder and Executive Director of the California Climate and 
Agriculture Network (CalCAN). She has two decades of experience in sustainable agriculture 
policy and food systems projects and has held numerous non-profit administrative positions since 
1992. Prior to CalCAN, she was Program Director at the Center for Climate Protection in 
Sonoma County, focused on renewable energy and on agriculture. For seven years she served as 
the Director of Californians for GE-Free Agriculture, a coalition of sustainable agriculture and 
environmental organizations that provided education on genetic engineering in agriculture. She 
serves on the steering committee of the Center for Sustainability at CalPoly University in San 
Luis Obispo and the advisory board of UC Davis Agricultural Sustainability Institute.     

https://www.grac.org/board-of-directors/
http://www.watereducation.org/board-directors
http://www.watereducation.org/board-directors
http://ag-groundwater.org/
http://ag-groundwater.org/
http://groundwater.ucdavis.edu/
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John Woodbury 
John Woodbury, like many of his generation, was a professional student in the 1960’s through 
the early 1980’s, earning a BA in Comparative Culture from UC Irvine, a MA in Asian Studies 
from UC Santa Barbara and a Masters in City and Regional Planning from UC Berkeley.  He has 
worked for various cities in the Bay Area on affordable housing, community development, 
historic preservation, design review, and general land use planning.  John was an elected 
Director for the Alameda-Contra Transit District for ten years, and Executive Director of the Bay 
Area Open Space Council from its inception in 1993 until 2005.  He was hired by Napa County 
in 2005 to help the County establish a park and open space district.  After the voters approved 
formation of the Napa County Regional Park and Open Space District in 2006, John became the 
District’s General Manager.   
 
Karen Gaffney 
Karen Gaffney is the Conservation Planning Manager at the Sonoma County Agricultural 
Preservation and Open Space District, where she works with a diverse cross section of the 
community on innovative conservation programs. Karen leads landscape scale initiatives related 
to climate change, ecosystem services, and conservation prioritization. A graduate of U.C 
Berkeley, she has a Master’s degree in biology from Sonoma State University and is a Switzer 
Environmental Leadership Fellow. She spent her early years on a sheep ranch in Philo, CA. 
 
 
Andrea Mackenzie 
Andrea Mackenzie is General Manager of the Open Space Authority in the Santa Clara Valley 
which is working to protect and steward the region’s natural capital – our open spaces, water 
resources, natural areas, and working lands to support healthy land, communities and 
economies.  For more than 25 years, Ms. Mackenzie has worked in the fields of land use 
planning, conservation planning, policy and finance, and open space protection for county, 
regional, state, and national agencies. She has successfully passed open space funding measures 
in Sonoma and Santa Clara Counties generating over $600 million for land conservation.   She is 
a past fellow of the National Conservation Leadership Institute and serves on the Advisory 
Council of the Bay Area Open Space Council, SPUR San Jose Policy Board, and Executive 
Strategic Council for Valley Transportation Authority. In 2016, Andrea was named Bay Nature 
Magazine’s Local Conservation Hero in the San Francisco Bay Region. Ms. Mackenzie earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies from U.C. Santa Barbara and a master’s degree 
in Urban Planning and Natural Resources from U.C.L.A 
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Directory of Participants 
Participant Email Address 
AGRAZ, ELIZABETH agraz@wra-ca.com 
BARBER, TERI tbarber@mcn.org 
BEERE, DIANE diane.beere@gmail.com 
BENVENUTO, MICHELLE michelle@napawinegrowers.com 
BENZ, CHRISTINA christinabbenz@gmail.com 
BILLEL, MARTIN sjohnson@esassoc.com 
BINNER, DANIEL d.binner@yahoo.com 
BLOMBERG, JORGEN jblomberg@esassoc.com 

BOLDEN, CYNDI rbbyrd@napasan.com 
BORDONA, BRIAN brianbordona@gmail.com 
BRILLINGER, RENATA renata@calclimateag.org 
BRITTAIN, ANNA abrittain@gmail.com 
BRYSON, REID rbryson@lsce.com 
CAKEBREAD, BRUCE cynthia@cakebread.com 
CHRISTIAN, BARRY barryislearning@comcast.net 
COBB, JANET oakstaff@californiaoaks.org 
COLE, CHRISTINE beehaven2@comcast.net 
COLLISON, ANDY acollison@esassoc.com 

COMENDANT, TOSHA tosha@consbio.org 
CONNON, RICHARD reconnon@ucdavis.edu 
COSTELLO, PAT pcostello@cityofnapa.org 

CROSBY, JAMISON jamison.crosby@countyofnapa.org 

DAMERY, PATRICIA pdamery@patriciadamery.com 
DAMRON, ANDREW sturnipseed@napasan.com 
DELUCA, SONYA mmoran@napagrowers.org 
DEMGEN, FRANCESCA fdemgen@sbcglobal.net 
DODD, BILL bill.dodd@sen.ca.gov 

DOMMEN, DEBRA debra.dommen@tweglobal.com 
DONOVIEL, STEPHAN   
DORENBECHER, MARITA mdahme@yville.com 
DUNSKY, STEVEN sdunsky@gmail.com 
EBERLING, BARRY beberling@napanews.com 

ELDREDGE, JOY jeldredge@cityofnapa.org 

ELLSWORTH, GEOFFREY geoffellsworth@yahoo.com 
ESSER, SHANNON shannon.esser@countyofnapa.org 
EVANS, G nojunktome@gmail.com 
FALETTI, RINA falettir@hotmail.com 
FARMER, CHRISTOPHER Cfarmer@napavalley.edu 
FELCH, KATHY kathylynnfelch@gmail.com 
FIERRO, SABRINA sabrina.fierro@ca.usda.gov 

mailto:jblomberg@esassoc.com
mailto:acollison@esassoc.com
mailto:pcostello@cityofnapa.org
mailto:jamison.crosby@countyofnapa.org
mailto:bill.dodd@sen.ca.gov
mailto:beberling@napanews.com
mailto:jeldredge@cityofnapa.org
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Participant Email Address 
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FORNI, LAURA laura.forni@sei-us.org 
FRAGA, JOAQUIN joaco.fraga@gmail.com 
FRANCIS, ANDREW afrances@lsce.com 
FRAZIER, CHRISTOPHER scott.frazier@waterboards.ca.gov 
FULTON, AARON afulton@esassoc.com 

GAFFNEY, KAREN Karen.Gaffney@sonoma-county.org 
GARDEN, AMY gardenvan@live.com 
GARDEN, DAVE   
GARDNER, SHARON Sg@fonr.org 
GELLERMAN, HOLLY hgellerman@hotmail.com 

GILL, JERI jeri@sustainablenapacounty.org 
GRAVES, DAVID wavey@saintsbury.com 
GROSSINGER, ROBIN robin@sfei.org 
GRUPP, CYNTHIA cfgrupp@gmail.com 
HACKETT, JOHN mhackett54@gmail.com 
HARTER, THOMAS wasserstille@gmail.com 

HAYES, GRETCHEN gretchen@tesserasciences.com 
HENDRYX, REBECCA rhendryx@cityofamericancanyon.org 
HICKE, ANTHONY anthony.hicke@rcslade.com 
HIRAYAMA, LISA carr4x4@gmail.com 
HUGHES, PAUL paul@forestsforever.org 
HUGHES, PAUL paul@forestsforever.org 
JAYAKODY, JEEVAN jjayakody@lsce.com 
JOHNSTON, SUELLEN sjohnston@cityofamericancanyon.org 
KAHN, EVE evekahn@yahoo.com 
KAISER, JENNIFER jkaiser@vsfcd.com 
KELLY, JUDY judy.nbwa@gmail.com 
KNAPCZYK, FRANCES frances@naparcd.org 

KRETSINGER GRABERT, VICKI vkretsinger@lsce.com 
KRUMPEN, TRACY tracy.krumpen@asm.ca.gov 

LEWIS, ELIZABETH lwilliams@marincounty.org 
LOGAN, DAN dan.logan@noaa.gov 
LOPEZ ORTEGA, IRAIS Iraisalop@aol.com 
LOWE JR, RONE patrick.lowe@countyofnapa.org 
LUKAS, KATHRYN katy.yount@countyofnapa.org 
MACCINI, MICHAEL mmaccini@hedgerowfarms.com 

MACKENZIE, ANDREA amackenzie@openspaceauthority.org 
MALAN, CHRIS cmalan1earth@gmail.com 

mailto:afulton@esassoc.com
mailto:hgellerman@hotmail.com
mailto:wasserstille@gmail.com
mailto:frances@naparcd.org
mailto:mmaccini@hedgerowfarms.com
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MONGOMERY, MICHELLE m.montgomery1967@gmail.com 
MONTGOMERY, KENNEDY   
MUFSON, DAN napavision2050@gmail.com 
NORRIS, ANTHONY autochthon51@comcast.net 
NOVI, MICHELLE MNovi@napavintners.com 
PADER, ALEX Alex.Pader@sen.ca.gov 
PARODI, JOHN eallen@pointblue.org 
PITTAVINO, MARGRET m@msmetana.com 
PRAMUK, BILL info@billpramuk.com 
PRAUL, CHAD cpraul@enviroincentives.com 
RAMOS, BELIA Belia.Ramos@countyofnapa.org 
REYNOLDS, PATRICK preynolds@hedgerowfarms.com 

SANCHEZ, LISA lsanchez@cityofnapa.org 
SCHMIDTBAUER, TERRY lmperez@solanocounty.com 
SCHWARZ, KEN ken@horizonh2o.com 
SELMON, MICHELLE Michelle.Selmon@water.ca.gov 
SHARP, JEFF jeff.sharp@countyofnapa.org 
SHARP, LEIGH leigh@naparcd.org 

SILKE, CHRISTOPHER christopher.silke@countyofnapa.org 

SINAN, SUMMER summer@suscolcouncil.org 
SMITH, SAVANNAH savj.smith@gmail.com 
SMITHERS, PAMELA psmithrs@comcast.net 
STULTS, REX rstults@napavintners.com 

TALBERT, LOUANN ltalbert@nvusd.org 
TECHEL, JILL jtechel@cityofnapa.org 

THOMASSER, RICHARD richard.thomasser@countyofnapa.org 
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