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HISTORICAL PUTAH CREEK 



Lower Putah Creek Flooding 
Pre-dam peak ~ 50,000 cfs 



Impacts to Putah Creek 

• 1855-1870 – “Reclamation” of Putah Sinks 
• 1870s – Creation of “South Fork” Putah Creek 
• 1930s – Winters Percolation Dam 
• 1940s – 1950s  

• Blocking of “North Fork” (UCD Arboretum) 
• Levee Construction 
• Channel Incision 

• 1953-1953 – Construction of the Solano Project 
• 1940s-1970s – Gravel mining, Sewage Ponds 
• Dumping 
• Non-native invasive plants 



Reclamation of Putah Sinks and   
Creation of the “South Fork” 



Winters Percolation Dam – 1930s 



Present-Day View of “the Break”  
and U.S. Army Corps Dam  



 
 
 

Solano Project – 1957 
 



Gravel Mining 
 



Dumping - “Detroit Rip-Rap”  



Invasive, Exotic Plants  

Giant Reed  (Arundo donax) 

Himalayan Blackberry  
(Rubus sp.) 



Invasive, Exotic Plants  

Eucalyptus Removal 

Tree of Heaven 
 (Ailanthus altissima) 



HISTORY OF PUTAH CREEK COUNCIL 



Putah Creek Council Timeline 
1988 - 2016 

 
• 1988 - 1990 – The “Years of Innocence” 

 
• 1990 - 2000 – The Litigation-Accord Years 

 
• 2000 - Present – Maturing as a Nonprofit 



The “Years of Innocence” 
1988 and 1989 

 • February, 1988 – First meeting of Putah Creek Council 
 

• Putah Creek News – Awareness and Appreciation 
 

• Outings and Tours – Canoe Trips, Butterfly Walks,  
Bird Watching, Geology and Botany Field Trips 
 

• Stewardship – Creek Clean-Ups and Acorn Plantings 
 

• Gathering Information – scientific information about 
the creek and the contacting landowners 





Stewardship 

Awareness and  
Appreciation 



The Litigation Years 
1989 - 2000 

 
 
• July, 1989 – Portions of the creek dry up for first time 

 
• 1990 – Putah Creek Council becomes a 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt organization (nonprofit) 
 

• 1990 – Putah Creek Council files lawsuit 
 

• 1993 – City of Davis and U.C. Davis join lawsuit 
 

• April, 1996 – Judge Park issues judgment 
 

• May, 2000 – Putah Creek “Accord” 



Dead Fish at U.C. Davis  
Putah Creek Riparian 
Reserve 

Davis Enterprise 
 July 12, 1989 





April, 1996 Judgment 
• Putah Creek, in my opinion, “is a treasure” – Judge 

Richard Park. 
 

• Established environmental flows for the first time. 
 
• 50% more water for Putah Creek, BUT 

 
• No flows for “anadromous” fish – salmon and 

steelhead, STILL 
 

• Solano County water interests appealed, so four more 
years of negotiations. 





2000 Putah Creek “Accord” 
• Resident Native Fish Flows 
 
• Anadromous Fish Flows 

 
• Improved Drought Flow Release Schedule 
 
• Formalization of the LPCCC and Establishment of a 

Putah Creek Streamkeeper 
 

• Habitat Restoration and Fish and Wildlife Monitoring 
Funds in Perpetuity 

 
• Landowner Water Rights 
 



Why Were We Successful? 

1. The Law.  
 
• The Public Trust Doctrine requires the state to 

protect the environment of its waterways and 
tidelands.  
 

• Fish and Game Code 5937 requires dam operators 
to maintain fish below dams in “good condition.”  

 



Why Were We Successful? 

2. The Coalition. The Council, City of Davis and U.C. Davis 
formed a broad and formidable coalition.  
 
3. Our Principles. Putah Creek Council is guided by the 
best available science. We never sought to exaggerate 
our case.  
 
4. Our Supporters. Volunteer experts, landowners 
intimate with the creek, and community members who 
felt connected to the creek provided help and advice.  



Why Were We Successful? 

5. The Setting. Final resolution came from informal 
negotiations outside the adversarial limitations of a 
courtroom.  
 
6. Changing Values. Solano County water interests saw the 
writing on the wall… 
 

• 1992 – CVPIA nudges the Bureau of Reclamation 
• 1994 – LADWP accepted protections for Mono Lake 
• 1995 – CALFED program to heal the Bay-Delta 
• 1999 – San Joaquin River Agreement  





The Post-Litigation Years 
 • 2000 – Streamkeeper Hired 

• 2001 – Putah Creek Discovery Corridor Cooperative 
• 2002 – Putah Creek Council Hires Program Staff 
• 2003 – Adopt-a-Reach Activities 
• 2004 – U.C. Davis Hires Putah Creek Reserve Steward 
• 2005 – Putah Creek Watershed Management Plan 
         Stream Biomonitoring, Habitat Restoration 
• 2006 – Channel Realignment 
• 2007 – CreekSpeak Presentation Series 
• 2008 – Putah Creek Guidebook Published 
• 2009 – Stewardship Program Expanded 
• 2014 – Education Program Expanded 
 

 
 
 



Streamkeeper – Rich Marovich 



CURRENT ACTIVITIES,  
PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS 



Education Programs 
Salmon in the Classroom 
Salmon in the Bypass 



WaterWays 
Water Use, Water Conservation  

and Watershed Protection and Restoration 



One Creek | Putah Creek 
Summer Restoration Internship 



Lake Solano Docent Tours 



Stewardship Program Partners 
 



Stewardship Team 



Native Plant Nursery 
Partnership of CALFIRE, LPCCC and Putah Creek Council 



Native Plant Nursery 



Putah Creek Cleanups  



Restoration Projects 
Winters Putah Creek  
Nature Park  
 
Before 

Shortly After 



WPCNP Current Conditions 

http://www.watershedportal.net/gallery/album15/20110920_WPCP_0539?full=1


Erosion Control and Habitat Planting 



Fall-Run Chinook Salmon 

Photos Courtesy of 
Ken Davis 





Thank You! 
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