
State Water Resources Control Board 
Emergency Regulations – May 2015 
 Implements Governor’s April 1 Executive Order mandating 25% 

statewide reduction in overall potable urban water use 
 Urban Water Suppliers placed in tiers ranging from                 

4% to 36% reduction requirements: 

Napa must reduce by 20% 
American Canyon must reduce by 16% 
for June 2015 – February 2016 
(compared to same months in 2013) 
 

 Small Water Suppliers (Yountville, St. Helena, Calistoga) must: 
Limit irrigation to no more than 2 days per week or 
25% conservation standard (vs. 2013) 

 

 Commercial, Industrial, Institutional Properties  
CII properties not served by a water supplier (or are self-supplied, 
such as by a groundwater well) also must either reduce water use 
by 25 percent or restrict outdoor irrigation to no more than two 
days per week. No reporting is required but these properties must 
maintain documentation of their water use and practices.  

 



Some prohibitions apply to all Californians, 
including unincorporated rural areas 





 No potable water irrigation of ornamental turf on public street 
medians 

Other Prohibitions and Limitations: 

Napa, American Canyon – 
Monthly reports to State Water Board include 
water waste enforcement statistics 

 Restaurants refrain from serving water to patrons unless 
specifically requested 

 Hotels, motels and commercial lodging establishments provide 
option of not laundering towels and linens daily 



Keep Up the Good Work! 

CY 2014: Lowest annual water use since 1995 ! 
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City of Napa Drought Response 
 

Water Use 2015 vs. Base Year 2013 
 
 

8% 

10% 

1% 

22% May >35% savings 
projected! 

State-Mandated Target 20% (June 2015-Feb 2016) 
 
 

More stringent Days per 
Week Rules triggered if 
<18% for June-August 



Emphasis on Lawns:  
Drought Survival 

• Aeration! 
• Irrigation System Tune-Up 
• One or Two Deep Irrigations per Week (Cycle/Soak) 
 e.g., Run for 5 minutes at 4 am, 6 am, 8 am 
      instead of 15 minutes at 8 am 
• Don’t Fertilize! 
• Mow higher (3”) and keep mower blades sharp 

 Taller grass shades the soil, promotes deeper roots  
• Minimize foot traffic 
• Be willing to accept a less than lush lawn! 







Napa Countywide Conservation Map 

http://www.napawatersheds.org/waterconservation 



Napa Countywide Conservation 

Napa Valley Rainwater Harvesting 
ends June 2015 

Round 2 MOU soon! 

Napa County FC & WCD City of Napa Water Conservation 
Rebates 

American 
Canyon Yountville 

St. Helena 

Calistoga 

Napa County 

Napa 
Sanitation 

Prop 84 IRWM Grants 



Billboards? 
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