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Napa River Watershed 

426 mi2 of Resources and Diverse Land Uses 



Flood Control 
New Perspectives 

Napa County Measure A 
Living River Principles 

Confining Flows 

vs 

Setting Back Land Uses 

Reconnecting Floodplains  



Protecting Property from Erosion 
New Perspectives 

Biotechnical Designs 

Streambank Armoring 

vs 



“The Problem with the River is….” 

Changing Attitudes 

Survey says……… 



“Nobody Cleans it” 

? 



Is this clean enough? 



This is even cleaner! 



Milliken Creek 



Managing Debris Jams 



Preserving Large Wood 
 Dry Creek 

Before After 



Fish Barrier Removal 
Murphy Creek 

Before After 



“and yes, we do clean creeks too…” 



Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District  

Stream Maintenance Manual   



Vegetation Management  
Invasive Plant Management  Tree Pruning & Management  



Erosion Protection & Bank 
Stabilization  



Changing Attitudes….. 

“Fish and Wildlife won’t let me…..” 



“….protect my property” 

with old cars 

water heaters 

tires 

rubble 



Multi-colored fence posts 

Sheetpile 

Or….. 



Creating Partnerships with 
Landowners and Resource Agencies 



Changing Attitudes…. 

“My Levee is bigger than yours” 



Setting Back Land uses and Levees 

May 2012 

November 2012 



Reach 8 Floodplain  
bench Construction 
2012 

Floodplain bench during  
December 23, 2012 high flow event 

Sequoia Grove 
pre construction 

During construction Napa River Restoration 



Napa River Flood Project 
Oxbow Bypass Construction 

Flood Protection 

Recreation 

New and 
Enhanced 
Habitat 
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