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Sustainability:   
•  Expands grower responsibilities 

•   Willingness to try and to learn something new 
•  No “recipe book” and No single “right way” to do it 

•  A process, not a destination 



Napa County’s journey with 
sustainability arguably began in the 

late 1960’s with the nation’s first 
Agricultural Preserve. 



1986 

1983 

The journey continued in the late 
1980’s as we learned how (or how 

not) to farm in the hillsides. 



35 ft min setback 

Stream setbacks 

Winterization 

Napa County’s 
Conservation 

Regulations establish a 
standard for hillside 
erosion control that 
makes sense for the 
watershed and for 

agricultural industry 
Attention to design 



Sediment Basin 

Sediment Basins 

Drainage 

Runoff  Control 

Cover Crops 



Preservation 

Habitat Restoration 

Beyond Erosion Control: Farming In a Watershed 

Water Management 

Worker Health 
& Well-Being 

Pest Management 

Biodiversity 



Biodiversity 



Pest Management 



Water Management 



Worker Health & 
Well-Being 



Habitat Restoration 



Preservation 



Commitment to Learning 



What’s next on our journey? 
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