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H

ydrologic/R
eservoir C
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and O
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Fall 2020 SW
P O

perations
•

Lake O
roville: 

–
C

onserve Storage: R
eleases are m

inim
ized to m

eet SW
P share of B

ay-D
elta 

requirem
ents and m

inim
al export levels

–
Feather R

iver R
eleases:  M

aintaining sustainable spaw
ning level flow

s through 
N

ovem
ber 

–
D

eliveries: M
eet fall rice-decom

p dem
ands through m

id-January
–

Tem
perature M

anagem
ent: C

ontinue tem
perature m

anagem
ent operations 

•
D

elta: 
–

D
elta requirem

ents: M
eeting SW

P share of m
inim

um
 river flow

s at R
io V

ista 
and D

elta outflow
/salinity requirem

ents per 2018 C
O

A
 addendum

 
–

M
aintaining m

inim
al SW

P export levels for operational flexibility and SW
P 

contractor deliveries not connected to San Luis R
eservoir 
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Fall 2020 C
VP O

perations
•

Sacram
ento R

iver: 
–

C
onserve Storage: R

educe Shasta releases to m
inim

um
 flow

s by early 
D

ecem
ber 

–
D

eliveries: M
eet fall rice-decom

p dem
ands through m

id-N
ovem

ber 
(delayed to support fall run); reduce Trinity releases to R

O
D

 w
inter base 

flow
.

–
Tem

perature: R
educe w

arm
er Trinity im

ports
–

D
elta requirem

ents: M
eet m

inim
um

 river flow
s at R

io Vista and delta 
outflow

/salinity requirem
ents 

•
Am

erican R
iver: 

–
C

onserve Storage: R
educe Folsom

 releases to w
inter base flow

 by early 
N

ovem
ber 

–
Tem

perature M
anagem

ent: C
ontinue tem

perature m
anagem

ent (if 
possible) until the reservoir turns over 

–
D

elta requirem
ents: M

eet delta outflow
/salinity requirem

ents
Slide N
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Fall 2020 C
VP O

perations

•
Stanislaus R

iver:
–

Finish fall pulse flow
–

C
onserve Storage: R

elease m
inim

um
 fall/w

inter base flow
s

•
D

elta:
–

D
elta requirem

ents: M
odify exports to m

eet delta requirem
ents and 

export available w
ater; operate D

elta cross channel gates for fish 
protection, R

io Vista flow
s and delta salinity

–
W

ater supply: Aim
 to fill San Luis R

eservoir w
ith available w

ater in the 
D

elta

•
D

ry year planning:
–

D
evelop D

rought Toolkit
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O
ther R

eservoirs 
U

pdated 10/30/2020

•
C

achum
a R

eservoir: 130,546 acre-feet full out of 
193,305 acre-foot capacity (68%

 of capacity and 88%
 

of average)

•
D

iam
ond Valley Lake: = 706,047 acre-feet full out of 

810,000 acre-foot capacity (87%
 of capacity)

•
San Luis R

eservoir:934,151 acre-feet out of 
2,041,000 acre-feet capacity (46%

 of capacity and 
87%

 of average)
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W
Y 2020 W

ater R
ights A

ctivities

•
N

orth C
oast stream

s:
•

Extrem
ely low

 flow
s in R

ussian R
iver and other 

tributaries
•

C
onducting outreach

w
ith state, federal, and local 

agency partners

•
Scott R

iver: N
otices of U

navailability of W
ater issued June 

19 to diverters due to lim
ited precipitation and snow

pack
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D
rought C

onditions and O
utlook

M
ichael Anderson, D

W
R
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C
A

 Tem
perature and 

Precipitation W
Y 2020

G
raphics from

 C
alifornia C

lim
ate Tracker hosted by W

estern R
egion C

lim
ate C

enter
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C
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asin Snow
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N
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D
ata current as of Friday O

ct-30-2020
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La N
iña A

dvisory

Slide N
o. 31

La
N

iña
em

erged
in

the
tropical

Pacific
in

August
2020

and
an

85%
chance

of
these

conditions
is

forecasted
to

last
through

N
orthern

H
em

isphere
w

inter.

N
ovem

ber 4, 2020

40 to >50%
 chances of below

 norm
al rainfall in 

D
ec-Jan-Feb and Jan-Feb-M

ar rainfall in 
southern C

A and N
V, and 33 to 40%

 chances of 
below

 for rest of the region/season, bar 
northernm

ost C
A and N

V. 

Source: N
O

AA
(https://w

w
w.clim

ate.gov/enso)

Source: C
A-N

V D
EW

S drought & clim
ate outlook w

ebinar https://w
w

w.youtube.com
/w

atch?v=1bbm
vTC

v4vA



Forecasting the W
ater Year –

G
oing B

eyond an Expectation 
of W

et or D
ry

•
Fall (O

ctober/N
ovem

ber)
–

Precipitation O
nset

–
Tem

perature Anom
aly

–
Soil M

oisture State w
ith Snow

pack Initiation
•

W
inter (D

ecem
ber/January/February)

–
W

et/D
ry

–
N

otable Anom
alies

•
Spring (M

arch/April/M
ay)

–
Late-Season Bailout?

–
Peak Snow

pack Tim
ing and M

agnitude
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D
r. A

nderson’s W
Y2021 

O
utlook

•
Late start to precipitation onset-but before Thanksgiving?

•
D

ry soils for snow
pack initiation

•
M

ore sunny days than not; likely chasing average through w
inter*

•
*D

ecem
ber and February m

ay offer chances for w
et episodes 

that can briefly push conditions above average
•

Below
-Average spring precipitation; w

arm
er than average 

tem
peratures

•
Below

 75%
 of average snow

pack on April 1

C
aveat: I have no dem

onstrable skill in any of the inform
ation I have for m

y outlook.Slide N
o. 33
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G
roundw

ater C
onditions

Stanley M
ubako, SW

R
C

B
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Q
uestions?
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Sierra Tem
perature and 

Precipitation
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Snow
pack and Sierra W

inter 
M

inim
um

 Tem
perature
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A
tm

ospheric R
iver Landfalls for W
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