
Flow Matters 
Lessons Learned from 15+ Years 

of Fish Monitoring in the 
Napa River Watershed



Napa River Watershed



Over 50 fish species in the Napa River and Estuary

• 29 species in freshwater streams

• 15 natives

• Salmonids 

• Steelhead 

• Chinook Salmon

• Coho, Chum, Pink?

Napa River Fish Community





SMOLTS



Smolt Trap



Chinook Smolt



PIT Tagging



Oncorhynchus mykiss
Steelhead

• Listed as “Threatened” under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act

• Anadromous form of Rainbow Trout

• Young spend 1-4 years in freshwater



Oncorhynchus mykiss
Steelhead



Oncorhynchus mykiss
Steelhead
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Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Chinook Salmon



Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Chinook Salmon

• Central Valley Fall-Run

- Species of Special Concern

• Largest of all Pacific salmon

• Young migrate to the ocean soon after birth
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Napa River Watershed



Napa River Watershed

Perennial Flow

Tidal



Napa River Watershed

Perennial Flow &
Accessible



Mill Creek York Creek

Campbell CreekRedwood Creek





More information available at www.naparcd.org


